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The whirlwind around the al-
legations of the use of animal
fat in Tirupati laddus spilled
over to this week, with the
Tirumala temple conducting
a ritual to restore the sanc-
tity of the prasadam and
other naivedyams, to the
matter reaching the Su-
preme Court. It all happened
on Monday.

The events continued to
unfold after Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu accused his prede-
cessor YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy-led Yuvajana Sramika
Rythu Congress Party of us-
ing adulterated ghee that for
preparing the laddus. Naidu
announced the formation of
SIT on Sunday, to probe the
allegations of adulteration of
Tirupati prasadam. The
names of the members of
team will be released in 2 to 3
days, said o�cials.

“We are forming a Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
comprising o�cers of IGP
and senior posts. The SIT
will submit a report to the
government and we will take

action accordingly based on
that report,” Naidu had said.

The SIT will investigate all
issues, including procure-
ment of adulterated ghee
containing animal fat to pre-
pare the prasadam and mis-
use of power by the pre-
vious dispensation.
Furthermore, the CM has
also said that only those who
hold belief will be part of the
management committee,
followed by the standing op-
erating procedures. 

Meanwhile, the TTD au-
thorities said, it has intro-
duced changes in the proced-
ure to buy pure cow ghee,
adding that it will now be
bought from recognised
companies. The TTD has de-
cided to set up a lab and a

panel with 18 people. The
panel consists of trainees
from the Central Food Tech-
nological Research Institute
(CFTRI). The Food Safety
and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) has come for-
ward to set up a lab from the
Central government. 

PROBE SOUGHT

Former MP Subramanian
Swamy has filed a petition in
the Supreme Court regard-
ing the Tirumala Laddu con-
troversy, seeking an investig-
ation into Naidu’s
allegations. Swamy stated
that Chandrababu made
these claims without provid-
ing any evidence.

Former Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) Chair-

man, YV Subba Reddy, has
also sought the apex court’s
intervention to probe into
the allegations. The pro-
posed committee should be
led by a retired SC judge, he
said. 

‘NO MISTAKES MADE’

Meanwhile, former TTD
Chairman and YSRCP leader
Bhumana Karunakar Reddy
after taking a holy bath in the
Pushkarini and o�ering
Karpur neerajanam to the
deity at Akhilandam, af-
firmed that “no mistakes
were made during his tenure
as TTD Chairman”.

Furthermore, on Septem-
ber 21, the Andhra Pradesh
government annouced a re-
view of cleanliness and qual-
ity standards in temples
across the State. This in-
cludes the preparation of
prasadam (o�erings). Naidu
emphasised that his admin-
istration will ensure strict
quality checks for prasadam
across temples. A formal
cleansing process for
temples is set to be initiated
to uphold the sanctity and
quality of temple prac-
tices.The government will
consult with religious lead-
ers and o�cials for the same.

Bid to restore sanctity of
Tirupati laddus continues 
SALVATION? As matter reaches SC doorstep, AP announces formal cleansing of temples
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SWEET TRUTH. Names of SIT members to be out soon

Solar power capacity addition in
India, the world’s fourth largest
renewable energy market, is ex-
pected to grow at a healthy 77 per
cent Y-o-Y to 23 gigawatts (GW)
in the current calendar year
(CY), a report by Ember said.

India, which added more solar
power capacity in the first five
months of CY 2024 than the en-
tire 2023, along with China, the
US, Germany and Brazil is on
track to account for 75 per cent
of the world’s solar capacity ad-
dition in 2024.

Last year witnessed a lower
number of installations amid un-
certainty around government
rules on solar manufacturing. 

Installations skyrocketed in
March this year, before new
policy changes came into place
which mandated that solar mod-
ules used in government-backed
projects have to be sourced from
an Approved List of Models and
Manufacturers (ALMM), the re-
port said. 

“However, growth since then
has remained steady, and by July
the country had installed 18 GW
of solar capacity, equalling its all-
time record for annual solar
panel installations from 2022. At
the current pace of additions, In-
dia is on track to install 23 GW by
the end of 2024, up 77 per cent
compared to 2023,” it added.

India may add 23
GW solar power
capacity in 2024 
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Datta Power Infra arm
signs pact with REC 

New Delhi: Datta Power Infra on
Monday said its arm Adyant
Enersol has signed an
agreement with state-owned
REC for ₹1,500 crore financing
for 500 MW renewable energy
projects. The memorandum of
understanding (MoU) was
signed at the recently
concluded at the 4th Global
RE-INVEST Summit in Gujarat,
Datta Power Infra Private Ltd
(DPIPL), said in a statement. PTI

Coal India forms JV for
RE business in Rajasthan

New Delhi: State-owned Coal
India on Monday said that it has
entered into a joint venture
agreement with Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
Ltd (RRVUNL) to undertake
renewable energy business in
Rajasthan. While Coal India will
have a 74 per cent
shareholding in the JV,
RRVUNL will have remaining 26
per cent. In a filing to BSE, the
Coal India Ltd said that the PSU
and RRVUNL will have the right
to nominate four and two
executives as directors of the
JV, respectively. PTI

QUICKLY.

The Congress is unlikely to
use the star power of Rahul
Gandhi in the Haryana as-
sembly elections. This is be-
casue the party wants the
election to remain focused
on local issues which benefit
it, given high anti-incum-
bency against the BJP gov-
ernment. Over-projecting
Rahul runs the risk of it be-
coming a Modi-versus-
Gandhi battle.

So far, Rahul has not ad-
dressed a single rally in the
agrarian State, though only
ten days remain for the poll
campaign to end.

He has just visited the
family of Amit Mann, who
was injured in a truck acci-
dent in the US, in Karnal vil-
lage on Friday, which the lead
opposition party showcased
as his concern for illegal im-
migration from the State due
to lack of jobs. 

LOCAL LEADERS

Party sources stated that it
was a considered decision
not to push Rahul much into
electioneering in Haryana
and leave local satraps like
former Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
who is also contesting from

Garhi Sampla-Kiloi, his MP
son Deepender Singh Hooda,
MP Kumari Selja and other
top party to do the talking.

Sources in the State party
unit said he may, however,
address a few rallies for
which internal discussions
are going on. On September
26, Rahul will address a
meeting in Assandh in Kar-
nal, Barwala in Hisar.

Rahul had addressed at
least three public rallies dur-
ing the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions in Haryana. He spoke at
Charkhi Dadri, Mahendrag-
arh, and Sonipath to support
party candidates contesting
in nine out of ten Lok Sabha
seats, with one seat left for
ally Aam Admi Party (AAP).

JAT CARD

The Congress managed to
win five seats largely due to
the mobilisation of Jats and
anti-incumbency against

former CM Manohar Lal
Khattar’s regime. 

The open rift between
senior Hooda and Kumari
Selja has become a cause of
worry for Congress as the
BJP is now fishing in
troubled waters. Khattar has
already given open o�er to
Selja to join the BJP.  A tall
Dalit leader, Selja feels side-
lined for reasons such she
has not being allowed to con-
test the Uklana assembly
seat, which weakened her
claim for the CM post.  

Sources in the State Con-
gress unit stated that Hooda
is said to have prevailed upon
the leadership to ensure that
she gets into the fray and her
loyalists do not get poll tick-
ets.  Selja has remained away
from campaigning, forcing
Rahul to ask Ashok Gehlot,
who is in charge of the State,
to tackle the issue.  

Selja ruled out leaving
Congress but did not hold
back her anguish. “There are
discussions within the party
that we cannot share pub-
licly. The party is progress-
ing, and such matters are
part of internal decision
making,” Selja said. Dalits
are key to the party’s pro-
spects, as there are 17 re-
served constituencies in
Haryana. Now, she is expec-
ted to hold a rally on Septem-
ber 26 in Narvana.
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Congress limits Rahul Gandhi’s
rallies in Haryana Assembly polls

The open rift
between senior
Hooda and
Kumari Selja has
become a cause of
worry for Congress
as the BJP is now
fishing in 
troubled waters

The Health Ministry has is-
sued a show-cause notice to
one of the companies that
supplied ghee to the Tirupati
temple, sources said. 

The notice has been sent
by the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI), the government’s
food regulatory authority. 

Four samples of the con-
cerned ghee-supplier were
tested and all of them were
found to be adulterated. 

The temple had four ghee
suppliers for making laddus
and of these, samples of one
of the suppliers were found
to be reportedly adulterated.

The supplier came under
scrutiny after a report by
NDDB CALF, a private labor-
atory specialising in testing
animal feed and dairy
products, found that ghee
samples used in these laddus
contained foreign fats and
non-dairy products, includ-
ing palm oil, fish oil, beef tal-
low, and lard (pig fat). 

According to a senior
Health Ministry o�cial,
ghee by definition “has to

made from milk” and is con-
sidered as a “dairy product”.
“Depending on the response,
action will be taken against
the supplier as per provi-
sions of food regulation and
adulteration acts in the
country,” the o�cial said. 

FSSAI NOTICE

In its notice, the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of
India has sought reasons
from the ghee-supplier as a
to why its central license
shall not be suspended “for
contravention”. (business-
line has reviewed a copy of
the show-cause notice) 

outbreak a public health
emergency of international
concern. 

MONKEY POX CASE

Health Ministry sources
confirmed that a 38-year-old
from Kerala who contracted
monkeypox has been infec-
ted with the MPOX Clade-I
strain. This is the first case of
the strain in the country. The
Kerala resident had returned
from UAE and contract tra-
cing in reportedly under-
way. 

There are two distinct
clades of the virus – Clade-I
(which includes sub-cat-
egories like Clade 1a and 1b)
and Clade-II with (subclades
include IIa and IIb). In Au-
gust, WHO declared MPOX

Govt issues show-cause notice to ghee supplier after Tirupati laddu row 
Our Bureau
New Delhi

Remember how this March
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said no to con-
testing the Lok Sabha polls,
saying she could not a�ord
it. The popular perception is
that to fight a Lok Sabha or
Assembly election, you need
vast sums of money and
ritzy campaigns. But candid-
ates in Kashmir are showing
the way in frugal
electioneering.

GRASSROOTS SUPPORT

On an average, candidates in
the Valley have spent just
between ₹15 lakh and ₹25
lakh, relying more on grass-
roots support.

Take the Shopian As-
sembly constituency, where
Raja Waheed is contesting
for Engineer Rashid’s Awami
Ittehad Party. Waheed
launched a boisterous cam-
paign with dozens of his sup-
porters on bikes and cars,
following his modest caval-
cade of two-three vehicles.
He used buntings, flags and
banners to spread his mes-
sage in various pockets of
the constituency.

According to Waheed, his
campaign cost about ₹6-7
lakh. He said his supporters
arranged their own vehicles
and motorcycles to hit the
campaign trail.

MODEST SPEND

businessline spoke to several
candidates of constituencies
that voted on September 18.
All of them said their cam-
paigns were quite frugal.

In 2022, the Election
Commission of India raised
the ceiling of election ex-
penditure for both the Lok
Sabha and Assembly polls,
from ₹54-70 lakh to ₹75-90
lakh for the former and from
₹20-28 lakh to ₹28-40 lakh

for the latter. But most can-
didates in Kashmir are not
even remotely close. Na-
tional Conference leader
Basheer Ahmad Veeri, who
contested from Srigufwara-
Bijbehara, said he spent
about ₹15-17 lakh. Veeri at-
tributed the low campaign
costs to the fact that work-
ers and supporters mostly
used their own transport.

Jamaat-e-Islami-backed
Talat Majeed, who contested
from the Pulwama Assembly
seat, told businessline that he
spent around ₹2-2.5 lakh.
“My workers arranged their
refreshment and fuel for
vehicles out of their own
pockets,” he said.

It’s a frugal campaign in Kashmir
The election expenditure of candidates rarely crosses ₹15-25 lakh
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NOVEL WAY. Peoples Conference supporters take ‘shikaras’
to campaign on Srinagar’s Dal Lake for the party candidate
from the Zadibal constituency Abid Hussain Ansari PTI

Amazon India is in the final
stages of buying around 40-45
acres of land in Palava, near
Mumbai, from Macrotech De-
velopers for around ₹500-600
crore, where it plans to set up a
data centre for Amazon Web
Services’ generative AI applic-
ations, sources said. 

The deal will likely be final-
ised in the next few months,
said sources with direct know-
ledge of the deal. After the land
acquisition, the company will
build the data centre for the e-
commerce giant, they added. 

There were no responses
from the Amazon India com-
munications team or Macro-
tech Developers to emails
seeking clarifications.

CAPACITY

Generative AI takes artificial
intelligence one step further
and helps organisations devise
solutions and applications
never thought of before. The
data centre capacity needed to
support GenAI di�ers from
that required for cloud work-
loads regarding power, space,
and cooling. 

Amazon Web Services
provides cloud technologies
on which companies, organ-

isations, and institutes can
build solutions to o�er their
services. It has about 31 per
cent market share in cloud in-
frastructure globally, accord-
ing to Statista, ahead of Mi-
crosoft’s Azure and Google
Cloud Platform. India is a key
market for AWS, which has the
largest footprint outside the
US, having spent $3.7 billion in
the country between 2016 and
2022, primarily in the AWS
Asia Pacific (Mumbai) Region.

Last year, Amazon had said
it would be investing $12.7 bil-
lion in building up its data
centre infrastructure network
in India by the end of the dec-
ade. AWS has two data centre
infrastructure regions in In-
dia: the Mumbai region, which
was launched in 2016, and the
Hyderabad region, which was
launched in 2022. The two
AWS regions are designed to
provide Indian customers
with options to run workloads
with even greater resilience
and availability, securely store
data in India, and serve end
users with low latency.

In May 2023, it leased
around 4.5 lakh sq ft of land
from K Raheja Corp in Navi
Mumbai for 15 years to set up a
data centre. In 2022, it had
leased 5.5 acres of land from
Larsen & Toubro in Powai for
the same purpose.

Amazon India to buy land
from Lodha for new
generative AI data centre
Janaki Krishnan
Mumbai
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