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Top seed Aaradhya Meena of 
Rajasthan and Maharashtra’s 
Ansh  Ramani won their 
maiden girls’ and boys’ U-14 
crowns respectively in the 
MSLTA-CCI All-India Ranking 
Tennis Tournament played at 
the CCI Tennis Courts on 
Saturday. 

The 13-year-old Aaradhya, 
who trains under coach Sonu 
Khan at the Shree Ram Lawn 
Tennis Academy in Haryana 
encountered initial resistance 
from Karnataka’s 12-year-old 

third seed Padmapriya 
Ramesh Kumar. But, she came 
into her own in the second, 
which won without conceding 
a point and charged to a 
straight-set 6-4, 6-0 victory 
without much ado. 

On the adjacent court, 
seventh seed Ansh, 13, was 
locked in an absorbing long 
contest for supremacy with 
Karnataka’s ninth seed 
Madhav Dadhich, also 13, in 
the sweltering heat.  

The Mumbai-based Ansh 
managed to stay focused and 
won a thrilling three-setter at 
6-3, 2-6, and 6-2. 

Ansh, who trains with Alon 
Moses at the Touch Tennis 
Academy in Mumbai, and 

Madhav, who practices at the 
Transform Tennis Academy in 
Bengaluru, were positive in 
their approach. They slugged 
it out from the baseline and 
engaged in long rallies. 

After they shared the first 
two sets, Ansh played with 
more confidence and better 
consistency while Madhav 
committed too many unforced 
errors and could stop his rival 
from wrapping up the contest 
with two crucial breaks in the 
sixth and eighth games. 

Aaradhya mentioned that 
for her it was third time lucky 
in the maximum city.  

“I had, earlier played twice 
here in Mumbai, but on both 
occasions, I failed to cross the 
second round. I am so thrilled 
and excited to win the title,” 
said Aaradhya.  

Aaradhya at the age of 11 
had won the AITA National 
Series girl’s U-16 title in 
Jalandhar in 2022 and she won 
three more U-16 titles.

Top seed Aaradhya, and Ansh win maiden U14 crowns

spBriefs

SCORELINE:  
● 6-4, 6-0 Aaradhya 
Meena  
● 6-3, 2-6, 6-2 Ansh 
Ramani

MUMBAI 

NSCI paddler 
Magar wins 
to enter semis 

NSCI paddlers Parth 
Magar scored a quick 3-0 
(11-7, 13-11, 11-8) over Jehan 
Kolah (Spinart) in a Boys’ 
under-19 quarterfinal 
match of the CCI 5 Star 
Mumbai City District Table 
Tennis Championship on 
Saturday. In a girl’s U-17 
encounter, Mugdha Desai 
of Santacruz Gymkhana 
staved off a spirited fight 
from Mahi Kejriwal 
(Spinart) clinching a win in 
three closely contested 
games 12-10, 11-9, 12-10.

JAMMU 

Shaurya wins 
maiden title 
at J&K Open  
Delhi-based rookie 
Shaurya Bhattacharya’s 
late flourish on the final 
day earned him a dramatic 
come-from-behind victory 
and his maiden 
professional title at the INR 
50 lakh J&K Open 2024 at 
the Jammu Tawi Golf 
Course (JTGC). Shaurya 
(67-69-73-69), playing his 
first season on the PGTI, 
showed great character to 
card the joint lowest score 
of the round, an error-free 
three-under 69, on a tough 
final day where almost 
every golfer struggled, to 
total 10-under 278 for the 
week and become the first 
rookie to win on the PGTI 
in five years.

RANJI TROPHY | Rahane-led side reach 248/6 in first innings against Tripura 
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PTI 
AGARTALA 

Suryansh Shedge missed a 
well-deserved hundred, scor-
ing 99 runs as defending 
champions Mumbai reached 
248 for six in their first innings 
against Tripura on the open-
ing day of their Group A Ranji 
Trophy match here on 
Saturday. 

The 21-year-old Shedge hit 
10 fours and four sixes in his 
93-ball innings, emerging as 
the top scorer for Mumbai 
after they won the toss and 
opted to bat at the Maharaja 
Bir Bikram College Stadium. 

At stumps, Shams Mulani 
(38) and Himanshu Veer Singh 
(5) remained at the crease. 

Placed fourth in the points 
table, Mumbai -- coming off a 
victory against Maharashtra 
in their previous match -- got 
off to a shaky start, losing two 
quick wickets: opener Ayush 
Mhatre (4) and Siddhant 
Addhatrao (5). They were 
struggling at 13 for 2. 

Opener Angkrish 
Raghuvanshi (28) and skipper 
Ajinkya Rahane (35) formed a 
54-run partnership, but their 

successive dismissals reduced 
Mumbai to 87 for 4. 

Shedge then shifted the 
momentum, adding 70 runs 
with Siddhesh Lad (29) and 
another 85 with Mulani. 

For Tripura, Manisankar 
Murasingh (2/75) and Abhijit 
K Sarkar (2/30) each took two 
wickets, while Parvez Sultan 
claimed one. 

At Ay Kotambi Stadium in 

Vadodara, table-toppers 
Baroda skittled out Odisha for 
193 in 65 overs, riding on a 
five-wicket haul from spinner 
Mahesh Pithiya. 

Pithiya, whose bowling 
action resembles that of R. 
Ashwin and who worked 
closely with the Australian 
team during the last edition of 
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy, 
was in fine form, jolting 

Odisha's middle and lower 
order with his off-spin, taking 
five wickets for 61 runs in his 
22 overs. 

Biplab Samantray was the 
top scorer for Odisha with a 
132-ball 58, while Shantanu 
Mishra added 23 and 
Aasirwad Swain hit 37. 

At stumps, Baroda, who 
have won both their matches 
so far, reached 50 for one in 22 

overs, with Shivalik Sharma 
(28) and Shashwat Rawat (17) 
remaining unbeaten at the 
crease. 

At  Sher-i-Kashmir Stadium 
in Srinagar, Shubham 
Khajuria (55) and Auqib Nabi 
(5/29) shone bright as Jammu 
and Kashmir bundled out 
Services for a paltry 71 and 
then reached 183 for 7 on the 
opening day. 

 
BRIEF SCORES: 
Mumbai 248 for six in 60 
overs (Suryansh Shedge 
99; Abhijit K Sarkar 2/30) 
vs Tripura. 
Odisha 193 all out in 65 
overs (Biplab Samantray 
58; Mahesh Pithiya 5/61) vs 
Baroda 50 for 1 in 22 overs 
(Shivalik Sharma 28 not 
out; Govinda Poddar 1/15). 
Jammu & Kashmir 183 for 7 
in 54.1 overs (Shubham 
Khajuria 55; Varun 
Choudhary 22/3) vs 
Services 71 allout in 25.1 
overs (Nitin Tanwar 18; 
Auqib Nabi 5/29)  
Meghalaya 274 for 8 in 86 
overs (Balchander Anirudh 
140*; Rajneesh Gurbani 
3/43) vs Maharashtra. 

The champions and runners-up proudly pose with their 
trophies and certificates along with Luv Kothari (left) 
Hon. Secretary, CCI’s Tennis and Tennis Committee 
member Kishan Shah (right) on Saturday.

Tripura players celebrate the dismissal of Mumbai’s captain Ajinkya Rahane on the 
first day of their Ranji Trophy match in Agartala, on Saturday. PTI

Mumbai City meet 
Lobera’s Odisha FC
Visitors seek to break away game 
losing streak against Islanders
PTI 
MUMBAI 

Fresh off a thrilling home vic-
tory against East Bengal, 
Odisha FC will seek to break 
their away game losing streak 
when they face Mumbai City 
FC in the ISL here on Sunday.  

The game will mark the 
return of former Islanders’ 
head coach Sergio Lobera to 
familiar territory, this time at 
the helm of Odisha FC. 

Lobera, who led Mumbai 
City FC to a historic double in 
the 2020-21 season, remains 
cherished by the West Coast 
Brigade, promising an emo-
tional return for the Spaniard. 

Odisha FC would want to 
improve upon the fact that 
they have conceded two-plus 
goals in each of their last four 
matches on the road. 

“We’re pleased with our 
recent performances but rec-
ognize there’s room to grow. 
Every match is a new chal-
lenge, and Mumbai will test 
us. We’re confident but 
focused,” Lobera said. 

Despite a mixed start to the 
season, Mumbai City FC head 
into the fixture on the back of 
a confidence-boosting 2-1 win 
over FC Goa. 

“We still need to improve a 
lot of football, but we are on a 
good pathway. The boys are 
together, which is very impor-
tant, and fighting until the last 
minute,” Mumbai City, head 
coach Petr Kratky said. 

“So, I’m very happy for the 
group, and again, it’s part of 
the football, where we need to 
just go game by game.”

I had played twice 
here in Mumbai, 
but failed to cross 
the second round. 
I am so thrilled to 
win the title 
Aaradhya Meena 
Rajasthan player

Shedge’s 99 gives Mumbai edge

We are on a good 
pathway. The boys 
are together, 
which is very 
important, and 
fighting until the 
last minute 
Petr Kratky 
Mumbai City coach


